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Press Release
22.04.10
What every woman should be asking…

Engender, together with Scottish Women’s Aid, Zero Tolerance and Close the Gap, today launched a pocket-sized manifesto for women.  Politics in your Pocket contains a range of questions for women to put to their candidates if they turn up on their doorstep during this election campaign.  

We’re asking those who are seeking to represent us just what will you do for women?  How will you address the continuing gender pay gap that means women in Scotland work for 6 weeks a year for nothing?  Women remain under represented in both Holyrood and Westminster – what’s your party doing about it?  Do you make the link between the objectification of women’s bodies, mainstreaming of the sex industry, increasing sexualisation of girls and the attitudes that lie behind violence against women?  Women still do the majority of the caring in families and we will be hit hard by public sector cuts as service users and as public sector workers.  How will you support women through this recession?  

What our politicians do when they reach Westminster will have a real impact on our day to day lives – Politics in your Pocket asks them to consider women when they are in the position to debate and decide.

View Politics in your Pocket online at www.engender.org.uk .  Copies can be obtained from Engender, Scottish Women’s Aid, Zero Tolerance and Close the Gap.
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Engender works to make Scotland a fairer, safer place where women can flourish and contribute to both the social and market economies with dignity, freedom and justice.  To this end we seek to increase women’s power and influence; make visible the impact of sexism on women and on Scotland’s social, economic and political development; and support people, organisations and our government to make equality a reality.   www.engender.org.uk 
Scottish Women’s Aid is the lead organisation in Scotland working towards the prevention of domestic abuse. We play a vital role campaigning and lobbying for effective responses to domestic abuse. Our members are local Women’s Aid groups which provide specialist services to women, children and young people. These include safe refuge accommodation, information and support.www.scottishwomensaid.org.uk 

Zero Tolerance is a small national charity promoting innovative policy and practice to address the root causes of male violence against women (VAW) and children. We pioneered the 3 P’s approach to tackling male violence – protection, provision and prevention. Of these, we believe that the prevention of violence through changing attitudes, structures and values is the key to changing the culture of endemic violence in which we live. We run a Prevention Network (www.vawpreventionscotland.org.uk) for sharing good practice and resources for preventing violence against women, and promote our ‘Respect’ educational materials to schools and youth groups across Scotland and the UK. 

Close the Gap Close the Gap works with employers and employees to encourage and enable to address the gender pay gap. Partners include the Scottish Government, Scottish Enterprise, STUC, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Skills Development Scotland, and the Equality and Human Rights Commission. www.closethegap.org.uk  







