17th May 2007

Dear Sir

In response to ‘Edinburgh’s Hidden Sex Trade’, a report on the number of private properties in the capital being used to sell sex.  It is interesting that you chose to focus on where sex is being sold and by whom, with scarcely a mention of the buyers.

Whilst it might be that an offence of brothel-keeping can be committed if two or more women sell sex from the same address that is not really the issue. The real offence is that of the violence against women that is committed whenever and wherever a man purchases sex. The criminalisation of the buyer of sex but not the seller is really the only effective way of eradicating prostitution and indeed stemming the rise in trafficking of women and children.

Prostitution causes significant harm to the individuals involved in it. The sexist attitudes which lead to and support the physical and sexual abuse of women through prostitution need to be challenged.  We would like to see a public education campaign which unambiguously demonstrates that women are being abused through prostitution, with messages that spell out, in no uncertain terms, that it is the responsibility of men to stop abusing women in this way.
Yours Faithfully

Niki Kandirikirira

Engender Executive Director 

